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Partly sunny: High 81, Low 69 


CITY | STATE 


Democratic 
megadonor 
Mostyn 
dies at 46 


Democratic Party 
megadonor Steve 
Mostyn, a Houston 
trial lawyer and 
prominent backer of 
liberal causes and 
candidates, has died 
after what his family 
called “a sudden 
onset and battle 
with a mental health 
issue.” Page A3 


Associated Press 


Steve Mostyn 
donated millions to 
political causes. 


EDUCATION 


UH to pursue 
2020 start of 
medical school 
University of Houston 
System regents 
green-light the 
pursuit of a medical 
school, a longtime 
dream aimed at 
increasing the supply 
of primary-care 
doctors for Texas’ 
most underserved 
areas. Page A3 


BUSINESS 


Keystone 
Pipeline shut 
down after spill 
About 5,000 barrels 
of oil, or about 
210,000 gallons, 
gushed out of the 
Keystone Pipeline on 
Thursday in South 
Dakota, blackening 

a grassy field in the 
remote northeast 
part of the state and 
sending cleanup 
crews and emergency 
workers scrambling 
to the site. Page B2 


ALTUVEOWNS 
POPULAR VOTE 


Karen Warren photos / Houston Chronicle 


Astros second baseman Jose Altuve was named the American League MVP on Thursday. 


AL’s new MVP won Houston hearts long ago 


By Hunter Atkins 


Before he became a five-time 
All-Star, a multimillionaire 
Venezuelan import, a dancing 
GIF, a father, a rosy “Satur- 
day Night Live” guest on Leslie 
Jones’ knee, a cornerstone of 
the most audacious teardown- 
turned-World-Series-title blue- 
print in baseball history and 
— as of Thursday — a recipient 
of the American League Most 
Valuable Player Award, Jose Al- 
tuve was rejected. 

Repeatedly. 

At 16, the make-or-break age 
when international players sign 
life-changing contracts with 
major league teams, the 5-6 sec- 
ond baseman had not overcome 


It wasn’t an easy road, but Altuve, 
shown with daughter Melanie 
Andrea, beat the odds with hustle 
and the heart of a champ. 


» It was a landslide: Altuve takes 
27 of 30 first-place votes. Page C1 
» Altuve joins Bagwell as the only 
Astros to win the award. Page C1 


his height enough to impress the 
Atlanta Braves, Chicago Cubs, 
Los Angeles Angels, New York 
Yankees, Oakland Athletics, 
San Francisco Giants or Tampa 
Bay Rays. 

“Coming to us was his last 
shot,” said Al Pedrique, a for- 
mer special assistant with the 
Astros who evaluated Venezu- 
elan talent. 

Altuve said the Astros also 
sent him away — until he per- 

Altuve continues on A9 


Brady 
tax bill 
passes 
House 


Measure’s fate 
in Senate relies 
on slim majority 


By Kevin Diaz 


WASHINGTON — Ina 
big victory for Houston-ar- 
ea Republican Kevin Brady, 
the House passed a sweep- 
ing tax overhaul Thursday 
onanarrow party-line vote, 
setting up a showdown in 
the Senate that will test the 
unity of the GOP’s slim ma- 
jority. 

The 227-to-205 vote 
brought President Donald 
Trump a step closer to a 
long-held GOP campaign 
promise: Dramatically 
cutting the rates for cor- 
porations, individuals and 
families, while taking away 
many deductions and cred- 
its. 

Taxes, on average, would 
go down, Republicans said. 
But Democrats and some 
independent analysts pre- 
dicted uneven benefits from 
the GOP legislation, which 
they said would further 
enrich the wealthy, deepen 
deficits, and increase the 
overall tax burden on as 
many as 36 million middle- 
class Americans. 

Significant changes are 
expected in the Senate, 
possibly even including 
the repeal of the individual 
mandate under President 
Barack Obama’s Afford- 
able Care Act. That provi- 
sion was added to the Sen- 

Tax continues on A8 


By the numbers 


» The tax bill nearly doubles 
the standard deduction 

to around for 
individuals and $2 for 
married couples. 


» But it erases the current 

personal exemption 
and annuls or reduces other 
tax breaks. 


» It limits interest deductions 
to home mortgages of 
up to , down from 


Accused of groping, 
Franken apologizes 


Democrat agrees 
to Senate ethics 
investigation 


By Nicholas Fandos 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — A 
growing national outcry 
over sexual harassment 
reached the Senate on 
Thursday, when a radio 
newscaster accused Al 
Franken, D-Minn., of kiss- 


ing and groping her with- 
out consent during a 2006 
USO tour of the Middle 
East before he took public 
office. 

Franken, who has been 


Civil rights groups 
decry punishment 
issued in plea deal 


By Brian Rogers 


mentioned as a possible 
presidential candidate, al- 
most immediately released 
an apology to the news- 
caster, Leeann Tweeden, 
whosaid that Franken forc- 
ibly kissed her during a re- 
hearsal and groped her fora 


A former United Airlines 
pilot who admitted operat- 
ing brothels throughout 
Houston pleaded guilty 
Thursday as part of a con- 
troversial deal that allows 
him to avoid jail time or 
even a criminal conviction. 


U.S. Army via AP 
Al Franken and his accuser, Leeann Tweeden, 
performed a comedy skit for U.S. service 
Franken continueson A8 members in 2006 during a USO stop in Kuwait. 


Pilot turned pimp 
avoids prison time 


The sentence by state 
District Judge Jim Wallace 
drew sharp criticism from 
civil rights groups, who 
said black and Hispanic 
pimps and madams are 
routinely sentenced to de- 
cades of prison time while 
Bruce Wayne Wallis, who 
is white, was not. Wallace, 
a Republican, is also white. 

“Tt’s just another case of 
what African-Americans 
would call white privilege,” 

Judge continues on A9 
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